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Did I not tell you that if 

you believe, you will see 

the glory of God?

John 11:40 
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Dear NCBA Family, Friends and Partners,

We are celebrating twelve years of ministry in helping young men and their families experience life

transformation! Our hearts are full of gratitude. This year’s theme is “Glory of God Stories” taken

from John 11:40. 

Jesus spoke these words to Martha as she grieved the death of her brother, Lazarus: “Did I not tell

you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” Martha and Mary told Jesus that if He had

been there, their brother would not have died. In that moment, they could not see what He was about

to do. Jesus called Lazarus from the tomb, revealing His power to bring life out of death. 

We have seen God’s glory in the transformed lives of our students. Jesus still meets people in their

pain, brings new life and writes stories we could not have imagined. This journal shares these

stories. They are from families who have seen God at work in their sons’ lives. They remind us of

the hope we have in Christ; though we were dead in our sins, God has made us alive in Him. We are

deeply grateful for people like you who have walked alongside of us. Many have given sacrificially,

prayed faithfully, and believed mightily. Thank you for being a part this story. 

As we look toward 2027, we are excited about the launch of North Carolina Girls Academy. Pastor Sue

Gunderson has joined our staff to lead this program. The NCGA website has been established, tea

parties have been scheduled and a property has been located.

Phase One of our 2026 year-end goal is to raise $4i5,000 to purchase this property in Lenoir, NC.

Phase Two will be the renovation of the parsonage for student living. In the years to come, we hope

to redesign the sanctuary for additional ministry opportunities. For now, our focus is securing the

property so that we can begin serving young ladies and their families. We are praying for the “Glory

of God Stories” that will be told as these young ladies experience life transformation. 

We hope you enjoy this journal and the stories that capture God’s goodness and faithfulness. We give

thanks for all He has done and we trust Him for all that lies ahead.

To God be the Glory,

Pastor John & Deralyn Steigerwald

Executive Director

North Carolina Boys Academy                                                                      

Glory of God Stories

John Steigerwald
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All Is For Your Glory 
Jeremy Riddle

There's just one chief end to man's purpose 
One main reason for existence 
All man's vain and high ambitions 
Will one day be brought low 
Will one day be brought low 

To treasure You above all others 
To love You like we love no other 
And Your greatness soon will be uncovered 
And all the earth will then know 
And all the earth will then know 

For You alone will be exalted in that day 
And worthless goals will be exposed as idols that we've made 
For You alone will be exalted in that day 
And You'll be seen as rightful King and from our hearts, we'll say,

That all is for Your glory 
And all is for Your name 
And all is for Your glory 
That in all things 
You may have first place 
That in all things You may have preeminence 
That all is for Your glory 
And all is for Your name 
And all is for Your glory 
That in all things You may have first place 
That in all things You may have preeminence 

So put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me 
And I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty
Just put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me 
And I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty 

So catch me up in Your story 
All my life, for Your glory 
Catch me up in Your story
All my life, for Your glory 
Catch me up in Your story 

All my life, for Your glory 
Catch me up in Your story All my life 
My God, my joy, my delight 

So put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me 
And I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty 
Just put me anywhere, just put Your glory in me 
And I'll serve anywhere, just let me see Your beauty 
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Crazy...or Audacious?                                    By John Steigerwald

A comment was made to me recently and it has

been lingering in my mind. Someone said, “I

thought Steigerwald was crazy.” I’ve been

praying and evaluating that statement. The

more I reflected, the more I realized

something:

I’m 64 years old. Throughout Scripture, God

often seems to work in seasons and decades.

I began asking myself, “When I’m 74 years

old, what stories do I want to be telling?”

Do I want to spend my remaining years

talking about what God did when I was 30 or

40 years old? Or do I want to tell fresh

stories, stories from this decade? Stories

that required God to show up. Stories born

out of impossible circumstances. Stories

marked by uncertainty, risk, and complete

dependence on the Lord. Ones that were far

beyond my own ability, where success could

only be explained by God’s intervention. 

I’ve come to this conclusion: I don’t want

to arrive at the end of my life knowing I

played it safe. I want to arrive having been

dangerous for the Kingdom of God. I don’t

want to settle. I want to keep planting

fruit trees whose fruit I may never eat and

digging wells from which future generations

will drink. I want to invest in people,

ministries, and movements that will outlive

me.  

So if some people call that crazy, I would

call it holy ambition. I would call it

audacious faith. I would rather be

remembered as someone who attempted great

things for God than someone who carefully

protected what was comfortable. 

May it be said of us that God was doing

“exceedingly abundantly above all that we

ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20) through

ordinary people who simply believed Him. 

Think about Moses. God’s assignment was far

beyond his ability. Think about Esther. The

task before her was greater than anything

she could accomplish on her own. Think about

David. A shepherd boy defeating a giant and

eventually leading a nation could never have

been explained by human strength alone.  

Think about Peter. The man who denied Jesus

three times stood on the Day of Pentecost,

filled with the Holy Spirit, and preached

with such power that thousands came to

faith. That was not Peter’s natural ability.

It was God’s supernatural enabling. 

So let me ask you a question: If you had the

chance to live your life over again, how

would you live it? Would you strive to

arrive safely at heaven’s station, having

carefully avoided risk? Or would you spend

your life pursuing the purposes of God with

courageous obedience, knowing that only His

power could accomplish what He called you to

do?

I know my answer. I want to live with holy

expectancy. I want to dream God-sized

dreams. I want to attempt things that force

me to depend completely on Him because my

confidence is not in myself.  On my own, I

am painfully average, but when God breathes

on a person’s life and the Holy Spirit

empowers ordinary men and women, the

possibilities become limitless.



So, call me crazy if you like. I’ll call it

audacious faith. And by God’s grace, may I

never stop living that way. 

So, let me ask you a few questions:

What is God’s vision for your life? What is He

calling you to do? What will it require of

you?

If you are fully capable of accomplishing it

in your own strength, then perhaps the vision

is too small.  Ask God to expand your vision

beyond your own capabilities. Ask Him to lead

you into places where faith is required, where

uncertainty is real, and where success depends

entirely on His presence and power. 

Step into assignments so large that if God

doesn’t show up, you will fail. That, my

friend, is what it means to live dangerously

for the Kingdom of God. Not recklessly. Not

presumptuously, but courageously - walking in

obedience, trusting that the God who calls is

also the God who equips. And when He shows up,

He doesn’t simply rescue us from failure; He

reveals His glory. He accomplishes what only

He can accomplish, so that no one can boast

except in Him.

Dream boldly. Pray audaciously. Obey

courageously. Trust God to show up and show

off His power, His faithfulness, and His glory

through a life that is fully surrendered to

Him; a life that exists to glorify God above

all else. 

May the stories we tell not be about our

courage, our vision, or our accomplishments. 

May they be God-centered stories that

testify to His greatness, His grace, His

faithfulness, and His sovereign power. After

all, the Bible is not a book about

extraordinary men and women. It is the story

of an extraordinary God who delights in

working through ordinary people who trust

and obey Him. 

Our lives should proclaim the same truth. 

So, dream boldly. Pray audaciously. Obey

courageously. Live dangerously for the

Kingdom and leave behind stories that point

people, not to you, but to Jesus Christ. 

For in the end, all glory belongs to Him. 

CRAZY 
OR 

AUDACIOUS? 

CRAZY 
OR 

AUDACIOUS? 
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PREPARATION PHASES

PHASE ONE
1.Fencing Campus
2.Prepare Parsonage: clean, paint, 

     new HVAC 

PHASE TWO
1.Education Building: new HVAC, 

     plumbing repairs, kitchen/dining 
     repairs, interior & exterior paint
2.Landscaping

PHASE THREE
1.Remodel Education Building: first 

     floor classrooms and offices, second   
     floor dorm

PHASE FOUR
1.Remodel Sanctuary

FUTURE HOME: North Carolina Girls Academy

2026 EOY Capital Goal: $450,000

Property Value:  $ 1,350,000.00
Listing Price:          475,000.00
Offer Accepted:        415,000.00

Under Contract:       10/09/2026
Due Diligence:          10/09-12/31/26
Closing Date:            01/29/2027
Target Opening:        04/2027



Glory of God Stories
A VISION TAKING ROOT 
Glory of God Story Unfolding 

   A Place to Learn. 
     A Place to Grow. 
       A Place to Become.  

“What began as an unexpected conversation
has opened the door to a vision larger than
we first imagined.” 

As we celebrate twelve years of ministry
through NCBA, we are grateful for the
stories of transformation, the faithful
partners who have walked alongside us, and
the opportunities God continues to place
before us. As we look toward the future, we
are excited to share a significant
development in our vision for the North
Carolina Girls Academy (NCGA): the
opportunity to acquire and transform the
former Whitnel United Methodist Church
property in Lenoir, North Carolina, into a
dedicated campus for the education,
mentorship, spiritual development, and
future preparation of young ladies. 

This opportunity represents our 2026 Year-
End Capital Project — an investment in a
place where young women can be equipped
academically, strengthened spiritually,
encouraged personally, and prepared to
pursue the future God has for them. 

THE STORY BEHIND THE VISION
 
During our September 2026 parent weekend, we
shared an initial plan to acquire a modular
home and place it on church property to
provide living accommodations for the girls,
while utilizing existing church classrooms
for educational and program activities. 

Conversations surrounding this possibility

had been underway throughout the summer of

2026. Then, through an unexpected

conversation with a local parent, another

opportunity came to our attention: an

available church property in Lenoir, North

Carolina. 

Initially, the possibility was set aside.

However, the following morning brought a

renewed sense that we should take a closer

look. At different times over the weekend,

our team visited the property together, and

what we discovered encouraged us to consider

something much larger than our original

plan; a complete campus where young ladies

could live, learn, receive mentorship, grow

in their faith, and prepare for a purposeful

future.

What began as a conversation about providing
living space became a vision for an entire
ministry campus. We were reminded once again
that God’s plans may extend beyond what we
initially see. Our responsibility is to
remain faithful, seek His direction, and
take the next steps with wisdom and prayer. 
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This year-end initiative will support the acquisition and initial preparation of the North
Carolina Girls Academy campus. The goal is to secure the property and begin the work necessary
to make it a safe, functional, welcoming, and ministry-ready environment. 

The accepted purchase offer of $415,000 represents the central acquisition commitment. The
broader $450,000 capital goal is intended to support some of the project’s financial needs,
including applicable acquisition expenses and initial preparations, subject to final project
budgeting. 

We invite our partners, friends, families, and the broader community to prayerfully consider
participating in this historic opportunity. Every gift represents more than a financial
contribution. It is an investment in the lives of young ladies, the strength of families, and
the future of a ministry committed to helping the next generation flourish. 

The former Whitnel United Methodist Church property offers a remarkable opportunity to establish
a permanent home for the North Carolina Girls Academy. 

The campus includes approximately 4.17 acres, a 16,006-square-foot education and ministry
building, and a 2,746-square-foot parsonage. Together, these facilities offer the potential for
residential accommodations, classrooms, administrative offices, gathering spaces, and future
ministry activities. 

The property has a reported valuation of approximately $1.35 million and was listed for $475,000.
An offer of $415,000 has been accepted, and the property entered under-contract status on October
9, 2026. Due diligence is scheduled through December 31, 2026, with a targeted closing date of
January 29, 2027. 

We are also encouraged by preliminary discussions regarding zoning. During a recent meeting with
Hannah Williams, Chief of Planning for Caldwell County, our graduate Alex joined us to share his
testimony and participate in a conversation about the NCGA vision. Alex is involved in Project
Timothy 222 and attends Cornerstone Christian Academy. 

The discussion provided encouraging insight into conditional zoning established in 2025 for a
previous organization. The existing approvals appear potentially compatible with our intended
use, although further verification of applicable requirements remains part of our due diligence. 

Each conversation and each step forward reminds us that establishing this campus will require
prayer, careful planning, financial stewardship, and the participation of our ministry partners. 

A PROPERTY WITH PURPOSE 

THE 2026 YEAR-END CAPITAL GOAL: $450,000
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A VISION BIGGER THAN WE CAN SEE 

Throughout this journey, we have been reminded
that the story is bigger than what we can see. 

Deralyn often reminds us that God is the
Master Painter. The canvas belongs to Him, and
He has full editorial rights. We may not
understand every brushstroke as it happens,
but we can trust His wisdom, His timing, and
His purposes. 

The opportunity to acquire the Lenoir property
is an encouraging example of how a vision can
unfold in unexpected ways. What began as a
practical conversation about a modular home
has developed into the possibility of an
entire campus dedicated to the growth and
development of young ladies. 

We move forward not presuming to know every
detail of what lies ahead, but with gratitude
for the opportunity, faith for the journey,
and a commitment to responsible stewardship. 

As we celebrate twelve years of ministry, we
look toward the future with expectation. We
believe the North Carolina Girls Academy can
become a place where education and faith work
together, where young women discover their
potential, and where families find
encouragement and hope. 

WILL YOU HELP BUILD THE FUTURE? 

As we prepare our 2026 Year-End Ministry
Journal, we invite you to become part of this
next chapter. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can
participate in the NCGA capital project
through financial support, prayer,
professional expertise, practical assistance,
and sharing this vision with others who may
wish to join us.  

Thank you for believing in the mission, walking
alongside us, and helping make this vision
possible. Your partnership enables us to look
beyond the immediate needs of today and invest
in the lives and opportunities of tomorrow. 

What God has placed before us is more than a
building project. It is an opportunity to
establish a home for learning, spiritual growth,
mentorship, and lasting transformation. 

Together, let us prepare the place. Together,
let us invest in the next generation. Together,
let us trust God with the canvas. 

                       Pastor John Steigerwald
                            Executive Director
                   North Carolina Boys Academy

Our prayer needs are simple and significant:

Clarity as we complete due diligence
Provision to meet the $450,000 year-end goal
Favor as we work with local officials and
community
Wisdom and timing toward the April 2027
opening
Transformation in the lives of NCGA
girls/families
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The glory of God is evidenced by the goodness of God! As I look
back over the past 12 years, the fingerprints of God’s goodness are
everywhere in the NCBA story. We see His goodness in the
discovery and purchase of our present property. We see His
goodness in the transformed lives of the young men who have
walked on this campus broken and left as new creations in Christ.
We see His goodness in how He has faithfully provided everything
we have needed when we needed it. We see His goodness as He
continually calls us to new horizons as we transition NCBA to
Barrett Mountain and prepare to launch the North Carolina Girls
Academy.

We have seen His goodness! We have experienced His glory!

What a joy it has been to be part of this journey since the very
beginning; to have a front row seat to His glory and goodness. As I
gaze into the future that God has for us, I am reminded of His
promise in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,
declared the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.” 

Come and see the glory of the Lord!

Pastor John Whaley
Board Member, Pastoral Counselor

Moses said, “Please show me Your glory.” And He said, 
“I will make all my goodness pass before you 

and will proclaim before you 
My name, the LORD.”

 Exodus 33:18-19

Glory of God Stories



Barrett Mountain Progress

BUILDING #2 - SOUTH DORM

Electrical, plumbing, HVAC rough-ins complete/inspection needed

Fire alarms & camera rough-ins in progress

BUILDING #i - NORTH DORM

Electrical, plumbing, HVAC rough-ins complete/inspection needed

Fire alarm rough-ins in progress

Camera rough-ins to start when Building #2 is complete

BUILDING #3 - MEETING ROOM

Plumbing, fire alarms rough-ins in progress

Inspection of meeting room framing complete

SEPTIC SYSTEM

Needs final inspection/sign off once electrical inspection for

Building #2 completed

ENTRANCE ROAD

B. Bumgarner has plans and is working on a quote for repairing 

the road up to the specs set forth in the original plans

BUILDINGS

Exterior siding/soffit work, gutters/downspouts 

Insulation, sheetrock

SITEWORK

Once plumbing inspections are completed, all exterior plumbing

trenches can be filled/closed up

Discussion with B. Bumgarner to dig/install drain piping

B. Bumgarner loaning a skidsteer to grade the site to help 

Silt fence repair/maintenance, stabilization of slopes

Remove concrete from washout area

Cut back weeds along entry road
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2026 Board Members

John Steigerwald
Chairman

Mark Ivey

John Whaley

Secretary

Josh Holbrooks

Treasurer

Monica Mouer

Karissa Corpeny Bliss Steele
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Journey Timeline of North Carolina Boys Academy
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Integrity       Living and working with excellence

Compassion      Working together and supporting one another
 

Vision          Seeing beyond the present

Stewardship     Faithfully managing God’s call and     
                resources

Faith           Believing God for the impossible

Servanthood     Dedicating ourselves to the success of 
                others

OUR STUDENT COVENANTOUR STUDENT COVENANTOUR STUDENT COVENANT

We pledge to serve every student with Christ-likeWe pledge to serve every student with Christ-like

compassion, respect and guidance.compassion, respect and guidance.

We commit to address the needs of students and to assistWe commit to address the needs of students and to assist

them in the development of their godly character.them in the development of their godly character.

We dedicate ourselves to mentor and to nurture meaningfulWe dedicate ourselves to mentor and to nurture meaningful

relationships, inspiring hope for the future.relationships, inspiring hope for the future.

We pledge to serve every student with Christ-like
compassion, respect and guidance.

We commit to address the needs of students and to assist
them in the development of their godly character.

We dedicate ourselves to mentor and to nurture meaningful
relationships, inspiring hope for the future.

OUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUES



To offer life transformation 

to individuals through Christ-centered programs.

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

To provide young men and their families with effective

and comprehensive, Christian faith-based solutions to

life-controlling behavioral problems. 

North Carolina Boys Academy is a Christian boarding

school for adolescent males struggling with behavioral

challenges. 

We endeavor to help young men mature spiritually,

emotionally and relationally as they discover God's plan

for their lives. 

Our goal is to transform boys into mature, godly young

men who are able to thrive in their God-given purposes

for the rest of their lives.

OUR ACADEMY
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“Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 

Suddenly, an angel appeared to shepherds on a hill and gave them instructions to go find a babe in a

manger that would change their life. Then a host of angels appeared to give testimony of God’s glory!

What a moment. An ordinary dark night filled with visions of glorious light. 

An ordinary walk with my dog and a cry out to God to help my son who was struggling and suddenly God

prompts me to call John Steigerwald. This was the beginning of our journey with NCBA as a student and

parents in training to go from dark times to returning to joy.

Life with the students is anything but boring. On a typical night, a student was struggling with self-

control and regulating his emotions. Pastor John decided to take the boys on the hill and have this

student run off his energy. The boys went back inside but the student lingered to tell Pastor John that

he doesn’t believe that he is a Christian. Pastor John led him through Roman’s Road and told him to think

about it. Suddenly, the student announced that he wanted to pray right now. He stepped from darkness to

light as he accepted Christ. The staff and students testify that this student is changed.

Every Parent Training Weekend, the staff and parents spend time sharing testimonies and learning tools to

help their families heal from trauma and return to joy. Pastor John was sharing his vision for North

Carolina Girls Academy, and a parent approached him about a church that was for sale. Pastor John

politely declined until the Lord prompted him the next morning, “Why don’t you go look at it.” Suddenly,

a turnkey property became a great possibility for the girls academy and multiple community venues. 

God reveals His glory in ordinary moments through ordinary people for extraordinary purposes. They may

seem sudden to us but it is all a part of God’s plan.

The shepherds were surprised but God had the plan for Jesus’ birth before the foundations of the world. 

I was surprised that a man I knew since 1981 would be used to restore my son to his faith and walk in

healing. The staff was surprised when a run on the hill became the place where a student bowed his knee

and heart to Christ. 

2026 has been filled with many Glory of God moments and I want to stop and thank the Lord for His

goodness, mercy, provision and protection. In September, Pastor John, Ms. Deralyn and I went to a

conference at National Community Church in Washington, DC. The title was RENEW. The sessions and

workshops focused on creativity and imagination to dream beyond our physical limitations and resources.

God is still creating if we have the eyes and heart to perceive what he is doing. 

God has a creative plan to work in ordinary situations to provide finances, staff, and additional

resources, to answer the prayers of families for their daughters to go from darkness into His light and

fulfill the scripture: Glory to God in the Highest and on earth, peace and goodwill toward men!

From the desk of Pastor Sue Gunderson

Glory of God Stories
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As a member of NCBA's Promotion Review Team (PRT):

I am privileged to assist our students as they begin to
understand and develop a heart to learn, coupled with a
desire for selfless service. 

Students begin to practice servanthood; looking not
only to their own interests, but to the interests of
others. Students are encouraged to model spiritual
leadership as they continue to develop integrity of
heart and team leadership, thereby contributing to the
development of others.

The promotion journey begins for our students as they
work through their qualifications and present
themselves to the Promotion Review Team. Students
present for promotions to Student Learner Basic
(Orange), Student Servant Intermediate (Gray), Student
Servant Leader Advanced (Navy Blue).

Each "color" reflects character targets,
responsibilities and tasks with expectations to be
modeled by the candidate through actions and attitude.

It is an honor to be a staff member of NCBA where life
transformation happens for adolescent young men.

                         Larry Minton



Descent Into Greatness means following Jesus’ example of humility, service, and
sacrificial love. Instead of climbing towards recognition, power, or status, we
willingly take the lower place to serve others. 

In this Jesus model, greatness develops when we learn to choose humility, serve
faithfully, use our strength to help others and obey God sacrificially. Our students
“descent into greatness” is when they grow in godly character and obtain a greater
capacity to love others like Jesus. This is a transformation journey of fifteen months
or more. 

Descent Into Greatness

LEVEL FIVE: STUDENT SERVANT LEADER

Servant Leader Stage/Navy blue shirt: The character qualities at this level include
compassion, faithfulness, discernment, and decisiveness. A Student Servant Leader
models spiritual leadership with integrity of heart. 
Time frame: 5 months

LEVEL ONE: INTAKE 

Orientation Stage/Green shirt: A new student is given the student handbook
and other materials to study and familiarize himself with NCBA expectations. 
Time frame: 2-4 weeks. 

LEVEL THREE: STUDENT LEARNER

Learner Stage/Orange shirt: The character qualities exhibited at this level are
respect, honesty, simple obedience, and self-control. A Student Learner receives
direction, correction, and guidance. 
Time frame: 3 months

LEVEL FOUR: STUDENT SERVANT

Servant Stage/Gray shirt: The character qualities at this level include humility,
servanthood, courage, and perseverance. A Student Servant demonstrates acts of
selfless service and encouragement for others.
Time frame: 5 months 

LEVEL TWO: ROOKIE

Beginner Stage/Carolina Blue shirt: A Rookie student becomes integrated into the
student body and is given a Big Brother. He is eligible to begin the Descent Into
Greatness journey and is given qualifications to become a Student Learner. 
Time frame: 2 months.

The Levels of Student Progression
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Life After NCBA
Culture of Thriving

Parental Maturity

Restored Relationships

New Friends

No Social Media

Service & Adventure

Church & Community

*SUCCESS FACTORS*

Life Before NCBA
Culture of Blame

A Pathway of Destruction

Damaged Relationships

Decline of Family Unit

Academic Failure

Trouble with the Law

Manipulation

Dishonest, Deceitful

Do not conform to the pattern of

this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind. Then you

will be able to test and prove what

God’s will is, His good, pleasing

and perfect will.  Romans 12:2

NCBA 15+ Journey
Culture of Responsibility

A Pathway of Recovery

Godly Character

Relationships

Discipline

Education

Physical Fitness

Transformation Happens

Physical, Spiritual,

Emotional
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Hello NCBA Family!

I graduated from NCBA in March. Before going into the program,
I had no direction or purpose. I had no interest in school, and
was using drugs and drinking. I blamed God for all the pain in
my life, and didn’t want anything to do with Him. I was angry with
my parents and my family. Because of  my drug use, my
relationship with them became extremely broken.

Thankfully, in October of  2024, my parents made the brave decision to enroll me into NCBA. At
first, I was extremely angry. I didn’t want to be there and still wanted nothing to do with God, but the
staff  was patient with me (and when you are learning about Jesus/God in depth, it’s hard to deny
the truth.) 

About five months into the program, I gave my life to Jesus and that was the best decision I have
ever made. Immediately, I started seeing the need for improvement. I began studying the Bible and
the Life Model in depth. I began focusing on discipling myself. 

Pastor John and Deralyn and all the other staff  taught me valuable tools to help me change. I
began receiving healing for my pain and I started to rebuild my relationship with my parents. Once
God entered my life, I started thriving. I realized that life was so much more than just me. I started
seeing that God actually did have a plan for my life. 

While at NCBA, I felt Him calling me into mission and signed up with Youth With A Mission
(YWAM). I graduated in March 2026 and a month later, I was in discipleship training in Hawaii. 
I spent three months there and then went to Africa for a two month outreach.

It was very difficult, but also very fulfilling. Daily, I saw the truth of  the many tools NCBA had taught
me. Because I was taught to endure hardship, I had the freedom to focus on ministry. I saw God in
many incredible ways and am continuing to pursue His heart.

I am currently in Switzerland doing a traveling Bible school. I am so 
thankful for God’s faithfulness. Without Him and the ways He worked 
through NCBA, I couldn’t be where I am today. NCBA effectively 
prepared me for the next stage in my life and I have faith that He 
will do the same for all the boys that come through the program. 

Reilly B. 

Glory of God Stories
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As I reflect on this past year, I am amazed by the tremendous growth and opportunities 

God has allowed me to experience. This year has brought new responsibilities, unexpected

opportunities, challenges, leadership experiences, travel, teaching, and changes in my role. 

Through all of it, one phrase continues to come to mind: “Glory to God.” I have come to think 

of these experiences as “Glory of God Stories.”

A Glory of God story is a time when I can look at what has happened and recognize that 

the credit does not belong to me. It is when God opens a door I could not have opened myself, 

gives me strength or wisdom beyond my own ability, or places me in a position to have an

impact on someone else's life.

One of the greatest lessons I have learned this year is something I carry with me:

“God not only does a work through us, but He does a work in us.”

There have been many opportunities this year for God to work through me, particularly in the 

lives of the young men I serve. But when I look back, I realize that while I was trying to teach, 

lead, encourage, and help them grow, God was also using those same experiences to change and

develop me.

Leadership has required patience. Teaching has required preparation. Difficult situations have

required perseverance. Working with others has required humility and flexibility. New

responsibilities have required me to step outside of my comfort zone and trust God in areas

where I did not always have all the answers. Through each experience, God was doing something

in me while allowing me to be part of what He was doing in others.

That is a Glory of God story!

Coach Todd Loecher 
Special Projects Manager

Glory of God Stories
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Glory of God Stories

Reflecting back on these last five years, I

write this with a grateful heart and with

exuberant anticipation for what the future

holds. I will always be grateful to North

Carolina Boys Academy. Their directors,

leaders, and coaches gracefully came alongside

of my wife and I during a time of turmoil and

uncertainty.

After months of parent meetings, visitations,

hard work, and God’s intervention, Evan

returned home. I have to admit, we felt

prepared for his return, but there was a

feeling of uncertainty too. Are we going to be

able to hold the line, maintain healthy

boundaries, and continue to grow in healthy

relationships? 

I can look back now and say yes, we did it. It

wasn’t all roses and there was no perfection.

It got messy, it got frustrating, but at the

end of the day, we were all working together

under God’s hand, knowing He was with us

through the good, bad and ugly. 

Every family is different. Our personalities,

what we bring to the table, our baggage ...

whatever you want to call it. For me, it was

about staying present, trying to be a good

listener, staying unified with my wife, making

decisions with grace, and understanding that

our family might look different, but the path

that we are on is the path that we’re supposed

to be on. 

 

I always came back to, no one’s in the

hospital, no one is sick – everyone’s alive!

Sounds very basic, but at the end of the

day, I was most grateful to be able to say

that. Now we find ourselves in a new

chapter. 

Our son has married a beautiful woman who

loves the Lord passionately. We are growing

and loving each other as best we can. My

hope is that we can continue to be parents

and in-laws that cheer them on and offer our

advice when they ask for it; to be Christ-

like in every situation. 

I think about all the intellectual knowledge

and understanding of what God’s love for His

creation must be like. The closest

understanding I have is rooted in my

experience of being a parent. I am very

thankful to be a tired, overworked, stressed

out, and confused parent because at the end

of the day, my soul gets restored - moment

by moment - through the love of God and my

faith in Christ.

A Parent’s Journey of Restoration
By Joel Hughes



Opportunities Flow From Obedience

I am a graduate of North Carolina Boys Academy. I am
also the husband to my wonderful wife, Vitoria Hughes.
I currently serve as the Youth Director at Cornerstone
Church in Statesville, NC. 

As I reflect on my journey, I am amazed at how far God
has brought me. From the morning I first arrived at
NCBA to where I am today, I can see the faithfulness of
God through every season of my life. 

I cannot adequately express how grateful I am for
everything Pastor John and Deralyn have done for me
and my family. I entered the program broken without
hope or clear direction for my future, but through that
season of my life, God began to restore my hope and
give me a sense of purpose.  

Shortly after graduating, I was given the opportunity to
intern and work at NCBA for a little over a year. It was
an incredible privilege to witness God working in the
lives of the students and in those I served alongside.
From there, I attended Christ For the Nations Institute in
Dallas, Texas. I met my wife, Vitoria, there. We were
married within the year and moved back to NC to pursue
the calling God had placed on our lives: leading people to
Christ and helping this generation grow in their
relationship with Him. 

Looking back, I realize that many of the opportunities in
my life came as I took steps of obedience, even when I
could not see what was ahead. God did not reveal the
entire journey to me at once; He simply called me to trust
Him with the next step. My life is a reminder that our past
does not have to define our future when we surrender it
to God. 

Opportunities flow from obedience. When we faithfully
follow God’s direction, we position ourselves to be
used by Him in ways we may never have imagined. 

My encouragement to every student or parent that is a
part of NCBA is this: remain faithful, trust God’s
timing, and be willing to obey Him even when the next
step seems uncertain. You never know what God may
have waiting for you on the other side of your
obedience.

                                                                      -Evan Hughes
                                                            2022 NCBA Grad

27



The Teen Challenge Story
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Our family’s experience and journey with NCBA is a testimony completely covered in God’s glory and love. Like many that
arrive at the gates of NCBA, our home and family was in a state of chaos, fueled by addiction and fear. Despite all our
efforts and exhausting every resource available within the home, our life was unmanageable. Our son could no longer be
in our home and we needed help.

We sought countless clinicians and professionals, spoke to innumerable in-patient program advisors, and scoured the
internet for a program that would be suitable for our son, who we deeply loved, despite how badly he injured our family.
God’s love was on FULL display when we finally connected with NCBA. Ready to give up the search after weeks of work
(and settle for a program we were doubtful of), we accepted one last unknown phone call early one evening. Pastor John
Steigerwald was on the road and returned a call to us. That call changed our family‘s trajectory, and we enrolled our son
in the program a few weeks later. 

God continued to demonstrate His love for us again and again during our son’s time at NCBA. Not only did he accept Jesus
into his heart, develop critical communication skills and mature in ways that were unimaginable, but an entire body of
believers (made up of staff and other parents) welcomed us into their community. This was the beginning of healing. The
parent training/fellowship revealed God’s glory in countless ways. It was this community that taught us the language of
the Life Model and recovery from trauma. They  also lovingly and gently highlighted that we needed help with reversing
our dysfunctional generational patterns, ultimately leading us to a recovery program of our own.

As we work through our son’s transition into our home and community, NCBA and God are not finished. Challenges persist,
but our son’s reliance on God, our new-founded tools, and the continued support from the NCBA staff, help keep the
relationship above the problems and empower us to parent out of love, not fear. Our son was baptized shortly after
returning home and truly has been made new! Recovery for our entire family is on-going and painful at times, but we are
trusting and confident that God will continue to shower His love and glory upon us. We will forever be grateful to the staff
for answering God’s call on their lives to help our son and family. Hallelujah!   

                                                                                                                  
                                                                         Kip & Christina Rainey

NCBA has partnered with God to save my life. I
was lonely, depressed, disobedient, addicted to
porn and at the end of my rope. That’s when
the Holy Spirit pulled up and guided my parents
into finding NCBA. I was enrolled in Nov. ‘24.
My heart was totally unaware of the love of God,
but through the ministry of the staff & students
led by the Spirit, I gave God my pain and sorrow.
He gave me His joy and unconditional love. I
was taught so many things that helped me to
grow and mature. Thanks to the staff and my
parents - my life is God’s victory. I graduated
Aug. ‘26 and God is continuing to work in and
through me. As a sophomore in HS, I’m pursuing
good grades, on the soccer team and am
seeking to use my life as a platform to shine the
light into other people’s lives. The glory goes to
God.  - John R. 

Glory of God Stories



Transformation
A Changed Life

It has been my privilege to witness firsthand

the transformation of young  people through

the ministry of North Carolina Boys Academy.

The staff is committed to seeing lives changed

through the power of the gospel and the

application of spiritual disciplines to

everyday life of those who are a part of the

program. 

The NCBA team is motivated by love of God to

use the structure, tools and daily interaction

with the young people to help them become the

men God has intended them to become. 

The grace of God and the love of God are used

to help students use their past experiences as

stepping stones to achieve greater and bigger

things for God and themselves. 

There is attention given to every area of

their lives by addressing the physical,

social, mental, and spiritual well-being of

the person. It is a program that gives full

attention to the whole person. 

Thank you, Pastor John, for you and your team,

for the way each of you allow God to use the

team to be a part of the transforming work of

God in the lives of these young men. Keep up

the eternal work!

God bless,

 

Dr. Ed Gomes

Faculty Chaplain

Liberty University

Ed Gomes

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new

creation has come: The old has gone, the new

is here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17



33



God Directs and Provides 

In the spring of 2026, we began transitioning to the

A.C.E. School of Tomorrow curriculum. Established in

1970, it is a proven education system. We have

partnered with Cornerstone Christian Academy in order

to provide this educational program for our NCBA

students. 

The A.C.E. curriculum is Christian based. It requires

a student to memorize Scripture. This curriculum also

uses diagnostic testing to customize a student’s

education. It is not the typical “one size fits all”

schooling. We are greatly encouraged by the students'

progress. They are inspired to learn.

The new curriculum requires no internet to complete.

There is no autocorrect to fix their spelling,

punctuation, and capitalization. Our students are

learning to do these things for themselves. They are

also learning to write neatly in print and in

cursive. 

As a class facilitator, it was difficult at first to

adjust to this new way of doing schooling. We went

from monitoring online learning to being actively

involved in each student’s level of learning.

However, the rewards far out way these challenges. I

no longer feel helpless as I watch a student struggle

and fail, not knowing how to help them. 

I believe Cornerstone Christian Academy and the

A.C.E. School of Tomorrow are going to go a long way

in preparing our students for their successful

futures. I am very grateful to be a part of it. 

 

Ann Frye

Classroom Facilitator

I have seen a drastic change and incredible growth

in our classroom this year. NCBA transitioned our

students from online learning through Liberty

University to partnering with Cornerstone

Christian. The ACE/PACE curriculum is tailored to

each student’s level and academic ability.

It was a big change for our students as well as for

our facilitators! It was definitely outside of my

comfort zone, but the rewards have been amazing as

we have grown and learned together. Many students

came to us with poor spelling skills, lacking the

ability to read and write cursive, unable to recite

basic math facts, or even read an analog clock.

These skills are not only being taught, but

sharpened. 

I have seen average scoring students become above

average. I have seen students who hated school to

learn to love and thrive in their school work. The

fruits of lifelong learning have been a blessing to

be a part of.

Kellie White

Classroom Facilitator



It has been an honor for Cornerstone Christian

Academy to partner with North Carolina Boys

Academy in strengthening their academic

program. 

Through this partnership, NCBA is now able to

offer its scholars accredited transcripts and

diplomas, opening doors to college, careers,

and future opportunities.

Together, we have also transitioned the

program from a screen-based academic model to

a screen-free, individualized learning model,

and the results have been remarkable.

Scholar engagement has increased, test scores

have risen, and discipline incidents have

declined. 

Most importantly, we are seeing young men grow

in focus, confidence, and ownership of their

learning.

It is truly exciting to witness this kind of

educational transformation, and we look

forward to continuing this work together.

 

As the pastor of Cornerstone Church, 
I can say with confidence that our
partnership with the North Carolina Boys
Academy has been a great blessing this
past year. What began as an opportunity
to partner has become something that has
enriched our own church and school family
in ways we did not expect. 

It has been a joy to provide academics
for the young men of NCBA. These young
men have worked hard, and we are proud of
them. 

We enjoy the Sundays they spend with us
during the year and our congregation
prayerfully supports them. 

I am also grateful for Pastor John. He
has been a mentor and a friend to our
ministry, and his steady leadership and
heart for these boys is evident in
everything NCBA does. 

We are honored to stand alongside this
ministry and look forward to all God has
ahead. 

Sincerely,

Pastor Caleb Griffith 

Pastor Caleb Griffith
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Building Lasting Change

For the past nine years, I have been blessed with the privilege of serving as a counselor at
North Carolina Boys Academy (NCBA), under the direction of Pastor John and Deralyn. Through
these years, I have gained a deep appreciation for the heart behind NCBA’s mission and the
intentional work required to help young men change the trajectory of their lives. For families
considering NCBA for their son, I believe it is important to understand both what the program
stands for and what lasting change requires. 

NCBA’s philosophy centers on creating a high-joy environment rooted in Christ, where
structure, boundaries, stability, and relationships work together to foster growth. The
program is designed to help young men develop responsibility, character, discipline, and a
clearer understanding of what it means to live in healthy relationship with others. Its
beautiful campus situated on the water offers a unique setting for this process, with outdoor
spaces and features that provide opportunities for students to be assigned meaningful tasks,
contribute to their surroundings, and practice responsibility through hands-on work. These
daily expectations help reinforce that growth is not simply something discussed in counseling;
it is something practiced through everyday choices, responsibilities, and interactions. 

A central principle of NCBA is that love and boundaries must work together. Students need to
experience care that remains steady even when their behavior requires correction. The Life
Model concept of “sticky love” captures this well: a young man can be held accountable without
being rejected, and he can make mistakes without being defined by them. This kind of
consistent relational connection helps students keep their relational circuits online,
allowing them to remain engaged, think more clearly, receive guidance, and work through
difficult emotions rather than retreating into familiar patterns of defensiveness or
disconnection. 

As their counselor, I help students recognize the thoughts, emotions, and behaviors that
contributed to the difficulties that brought them to NCBA. Many have developed unhealthy
coping strategies, including anger, avoidance, dishonesty, impulsivity, withdrawal, or
addictive behaviors, in an attempt to manage stress, pain, shame, or rejection. Through
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), and Life Model
principles, I help them identify unhelpful thought patterns, regulate emotions, tolerate
distress, communicate more effectively, and practice healthier responses. The goal is not
merely to stop a behavior, but to understand what drives it and build new habits that can
replace it. 

This process requires repetition. A young man may know what the right choice looks like, but
struggles to make it when he is frustrated, discouraged, or overwhelmed. With consistent
practice, he can begin to experience that healthier strategies really can work. Each time he
manages conflict differently, takes responsibility, repairs a relationship, or chooses a
healthy coping strategy over an unhealthy one, he has an opportunity to strengthen new
patterns. Over time, these experiences can help him develop the confidence and internal
motivation to carry those changes beyond the program. 

Christy Cole 
MA, LCMHC, CCMC, C-DBT, CCPS

EMDR Trained Therapist



For NCBA’s approach to be effective, the entire team must row in the same direction. Leadership,
coaches, counselors, and other team members must share a clear understanding of the program’s
purpose and consistently uphold its expectations. When boundaries are unclear, team members
undermine one another, or students receive conflicting messages, the stability necessary for
growth is weakened. A unified team provides the consistency students need to learn
accountability, trust, and healthy relational skills. 

This commitment requires integrity and intentionality from the adults as well. We cannot
effectively teach healthy communication, boundaries, emotional regulation, and personal
responsibility if we are unwilling to practice these principles ourselves. There will be
difficult moments when a student resists expectations or when enforcing a boundary makes us the
person he does not want to hear from. Yet those moments are often when consistency and continued
care matter most. Students need adults who believe in their capacity to change and who remain
committed to helping them grow, even when progress is slow. 

Over the past nine years, I have watched students move through stages of resistance,
uncertainty, reflection, and growth. Change is not linear, but I have seen reason for hope even
in young men who initially struggled to believe change was possible. The combination of a
Christ-centered environment, consistent structure, meaningful responsibility, healthy
relationships, and practical counseling skills creates opportunities for students to learn new
ways of thinking, coping, and relating to others. 

For parents considering NCBA, I believe the program’s value lies in its commitment to more than
correcting behavior. It seeks to help young men develop the character, skills, and habits needed
to live differently. That work requires a student’s participation and a dedicated team that
consistently reinforces the program’s principles. When everyone remains committed to that shared
purpose, young men have an opportunity to grow beyond the behaviors that brought them there and
begin building a healthier future. As a counselor, it has been meaningful to be part of that
process and to witness the hope that can emerge when accountability, connection, and lasting
change work together.

, 

Center for Family Transformation
705 Peninsula Drive

Davidson, NC 28036

christy@familytransformation.com
www.familytransformation.com
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June 10 , 2025 was a b i t tersweet day for our fami l y . I t was in take day for our
son at NCBA. For t wo years lead ing up to that day , our son was on a path
of se lf-dest ruc t i on . Our house was in da i l y chaos . Our son was angry and
se lf-med ica t ing . A l though we had mu l t ip le ch i l dren in the home , our focus was
on h im . Our concern was that he wou ld end up in ja i l or dead . We prayed
that God wou ld prov ide a way to get our son the he lp he needed . 
A fr iend to l d us abou t NCBA. Af ter look ing at the ir webs i te , we met w i th the
team. The goa l of the meet ing was to see what NCBA cou ld offer our son .
They l i s tened to our story . and prayed wi th us . They never sa id the road
wou ld be easy , bu t they wou ld prayerfu l l y wa lk w i th us . The team spoke l i fe
over our son . We have seen the anger and se lf-dest ruc t i ve behav ior
d isappear . Joy is now what we see in our son ’s eyes . The coaches , pastors ,
and leaders pray da i l y for our son ’s sou l . Hea l ing has begun in our fami l y . I t
i s no t an easy road . 
The un ique aspect of NCBA is the parent t ra in ing weekends . Th is is a t ime
for the parents to learn abou t the Life Mode l : L iv ing From the Heart That
Jesus Gave You . Th is mode l b lends b ib l i ca l t ru th to gu ide the parent and
ch i l d to hea l ing , sp ir i t ua l mat ur i ty , and restora t i on . Our son and fami l y are
cont inu ing to hea l and grow sp ir i t ua l l y because of NCBA. We are gratefu l to
l i ve in sp ir i t ua l mat ur i ty and restora t i on .                                               

                                                    Nancy Wal lace                

My story in the doctor ’s off ice 10/9/26                     MCW

I went to the doctor ’s yesterday for my yearly check-up .  My
doctor posed a question to my mom: “Is Michael  st i l l  taking these
medic ines?” and he l isted al l  of the medic ines I used to take which
was about 7 pi l ls .  My mom said conf ident ly,  “He ’s off a l l  meds . ”  My
doctor stopped what he was doing and said ,  “What?” My mom
repeated ,  “Yeah ,  he ’s off a l l  meds . ”  T he doctor looked at me and
gave me a high-f ive .  He repl ied ,  “I ’m impressed .  NCBA is help ing
you and it shows that you can do anything . ”  I smi led and asked
my mom if we can show the doctor what NCBA is about .  I went to
the NCBA website and showed him Evan ’s v ideo .  He was very
impressed .   

Glory of God Stories



I walked into my first parent training workshop expecting little more than

information I had heard before, meaningless small talk, and awkward

group activities. I could not have been more wrong. I encountered a space

where I could be completely open and honest about my family life and my

own struggles as a wife and mother. I was introduced to the Life Model

for the first time, and my mind was opened to new possibilities of healing

and living from joy despite what is happening around me. The Lord has

designed our physical brains to heal and create new pathways to achieve

the true peace of God that passes our human understanding. In

discovering that the highest need of each human is to experience true

relational joy, I have learned to strengthen relationships both with my son

(who is at NCBA) and with the family members still at home, equipping us

to live through the power of the Holy Spirit and return to joy when things

go wrong. In addition to these parent training weekends, I have been given

multiple books to help be a better parent, set boundaries in my life, and

follow Christ more fully. The impact of these parent weekends cannot

be overstated, and I am thankful that the Lord put me right where I

needed to be.    

Glory of God Stories

Carol
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Daughters Conference 2026  

Statesville, North Carolina 

Daughters had the privilege of partnering
with North Carolina Girls Academy to help
launch the vision and mission of the
Academy by hosting Daughters Conference
2026 in Statesville, NC.

We believe this partnership was a divine
alignment for such a time as this. 

Throughout the weekend, we experienced
countless moments that could only be
described as God-ordained. Daughters from
generations and backgrounds gathered
around one mission: to know Him,
encounter His presence, and become who He
has created them to be. 

With hearts united and filled with
expectation, we witnessed God move in
life-changing ways. What began as a
conference became a meaningful gathering
of generations, a place of connection,
encouragement, healing, and spiritual
renewal. 

We are deeply grateful for what God began
and believe the seeds planted during this
weekend will continue to produce lasting
fruit. 

United in Purpose. 

Aligned in Vision. 

Called for Such a Time as This. 

The partnership between Daughters  
Ministry and North Carolina Girls
Academy is one we believe the Lord has
beautifully orchestrated. Together, we
are committed to creating spaces where
girls and women can encounter God,
discover their identity and purpose, and
be empowered to live out the calling He
has placed on their lives. 
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Ministry Trip to Arizona 

Bethany Marshall and Kary Garretson
joined Pastor John Steigerwald, Mary
Louise Hellberg, and Sue Gunderson of
North Carolina Girls Academy for a
ministry trip to Springboard Girls Home
in Tucson, Arizona. 

This trip was another powerful reminder
of what can happen when ministries come
together with a shared heart and
mission. 

God opened doors, aligned key leaders,
and created holy moments of ministry
that were both deeply meaningful and
unforgettable. 

We witnessed the power of simply being
present, building relationships, sharing
our stories, and creating space for
young women to encounter the love of
Jesus. 

Beyond the ministry moments, genuine
friendships were cultivated and
meaningful relationships were
established. What began as a partnership
has continued to grow into a shared
investment in the next generation. 



 

 

Daughters Ministry is honored to continue

supporting the vision and mission of North

Carolina Girls Academy. We are grateful for

what God has already done through this

partnership and we are excited about what

is still ahead. 

As we look toward Daughters Conference 2027

in Statesville, NC, we do so with great

expectation for all that God will continue

to build, establish, and breathe life into. 

We believe this partnership is more than an

event or a ministry trip. It is an

opportunity to unite generations, cultivate

relationships, strengthen the next

generation, and make room for God to

transform lives. 

We are honored to walk together, believing

that when daughters are united in purpose,

generations are impacted. 

Bethany Marshall
Founder and Director 

Daughters

Bethany just released

her newest book,

BECOMING. 

Order one today!
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Christmas Eve at The Cove, Mooresville, NC



Briar Field Farm, Mooresville, NC

45



Christmas at NCBA 2025



Winter 2026
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Their Stories Are Still 

Being Written
By Kent Solheim

When North Carolina Boys Academy (NCBA)

brought a group of young men to us in May

2026, our goal at Oak and Arrow was never

simply to take them camping or put them

through a difficult outdoor event. We wanted

to create an environment where they would be

challenged physically, mentally, spiritually,

and personally - and where they might begin

to see themselves and their future

differently. 

One passage kept coming to mind as I

reflected on that week. Romans 5:3-4 says,

“Suffering produces perseverance;

perseverance, character and character, hope.” 

Those words capture much of what we hoped

these young men would experience. I spent 30

years in the Army, much of that in Special

Forces, and one of the lessons I learned is

that hardship can be a powerful teacher.

Difficult circumstances reveal things about

us. They expose weaknesses, but they can also

uncover strength, determination, courage, and

character that we did not know were there.

Hardship alone, however, is not the goal.

What matters is what we do with it. Romans

tells us that suffering can produce

perseverance. Perseverance can shape

character and character can lead to hope.

That progression became in many ways, the

heart of this event. The young men were

introduced to physical training, formations,

equipment preparation, land navigation, fire

building, water purification, survival skills

and other outdoor training.  

Eventually, they shouldered their packs and

completed a backpacking trip in the Uwharrie

National Forest, experiencing the backcountry,

and the beauty of God’s creation. It was

difficult. And that was intentional. 

There are some lessons a young man can only

learn by walking through something hard and

realizing that he did not quit. We saw

fatigue. We saw frustration. We saw discomfort

and uncertainty. But we also watched young men

continue moving forward when stopping would

have been easier. 

That is perseverance. As the event continued

we began to see something else. The boys

started encouraging one another. They became

more aware that their attitude affected the

entire group. They learned that being part of

a team meant carrying their own load and at

times, helping someone else carry his. They

experience accountability. They were corrected

when necessary. They were challenged to lead,

to serve, and to take responsibility for their

actions. That is where preseverance begins to

become character. 

Character is not formed when everything is

comfortable. It is shaped in the moments when

a young man is tired, frustrated, or

disappointed and still has to decide what kind

of person he is going to be. 



Will he quit? Will he blame someone else? Will
he think only about himself? Or will he keep
moving, help the person beside him, accept
correction, and choose to do what is right
even when it is difficult? Those are the
moments that matter. 

One of the great privileges of the event was
getting to work alongside the men who make up
the staff of NCBA. Their commitment to the
missions of the Academy was unmistakable. They
were not simply supervising students or
completing a work assignment. They were
investing themselves in the lives of these
young men. They encouraged them, corrected
them, walked beside them, and held them to a
higher standard because they genuinely cared
about who these boys were becoming.
 
What struck me most was the sincerity of that
commitment. Their desire to accomplish the
mission of NCBA is real, so is their desire to
do that work for the furtherance of the
Kingdom of God. That matters. 

Young men notice when adults are merely going
through the motions, and they also notice when
someone genuinely care. Throughout the event,
I saw men who were willing to give their time,
energy, patience, and leadership to students
who needed all of those things. 

It was a privilege to stand shoulder to
shoulder with them. Some of the most important
parts of the event were not scheduled at all.
They happened while walking down a trail,
sitting around a fire preparing equipment, or
during quiet conversations between an adult
and a young man. 

Near the end of the event, members of our
cadre sat down individually with each student.
We talked with them about what we had seen -
their strengths, where they had grown, the way
they had contributed to the team, and areas
where they still needed to develop. 

Those conversations were some of the most
meaningful moments of the entire experience.
Young men need standards. They need discipline
and accountability. But they also need adults
who are willing to look them in the eye and
tell them sincerely, “I see something in you.
You are capable of more.” 

That is where character begins to produce
hope. We did not expect to change a young
man’s life in a few days, and I would never
claim that we did. The struggles and
circumstances that brought these students to
NCBA did not disappear because they completed
a difficult hike or spent a few nights in the
woods. 

But I do believe they learned something
important. They learned that difficult does
not mean impossible. They learned that being
uncomfortable does not mean they have to quit.
They learned that mistakes do not have to
define them. They learned that they can
endure, grow, serve others, and become
something more than who they have been in the
past. 

That is hope. And that may be the most
important lesson of all. These young men are
not defined by the circumstances that brought
them to NCBA. They are not defined by their
worst choices or their hardest moments. Their
stories are still being written.
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My prayer is that, years from now, they may
forget how many miles they walked or exactly
how they purified water or build a fire. But
I hope they remember what if felt like to do
something difficult and keep going. 

I hope they remember that perseverance
matters. I hope they remember that character
is built through choices made when things are
hard. And most of all, I hope they remember
that there is always a reason for hope
because God is still working in their lives. 

Romans chapter 5 reminds us that suffering
does not have to be wasted. In God’s hands,
hardship can produce perseverance.
Perseverance can shape character. And
charcter can lead us toward hope.

It was a privilege for Oak and Arrow to spend
that time with the young men of NCBA, and it
was equally a privilege to serve alongside a
staff of men so clearly committed to the
mission of the Academy and to advancing the
Kingdom of God. 

Kent Solheim
Oak and Arrow
Colonel, US Army Special Forces, Retired
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NCBA is a place of transformation. It is a place where Christ is introduced,
families are restored, and relationships with God are strengthened. Being a coach
at NCBA has not only given me an opportunity for God to work through me, but
also to do a work in me. Each day is a process of refinement as we do hard things,
put ourselves last, and learn to live out our identity of Christ. 

It is a blessing to see students arrive carrying struggles, unhealthy patterns, and
personal challenges that may have affected their relationships with their families
and with God. Then, over time, we get to witness them grow, take ownership of
their lives, pursue healing, and discover a new identity in Christ. Seeing that
transformation makes the process worthwhile. 

One of the ways I have been blessed to be part of this process is through
Personal Studies in New Life (PSNL). PSNL is a discipleship and mentoring curriculum
that meets students where they are spiritually and gives them space to grow at
their own  pace, It helps students explore questions about God, strengthen their
faith, and work through personal areas of growth such as self-control, lust,
addictions, relationship, responsibility, and other struggles they may face. 

What makes PSNL special is seeing students become excited to share their goals,
talk honestly about their challenges, and celebrate the areas where they are
overcoming. As a coach, I have learned that the role is about much more than
coaching. It is about being available for Christ to use someone like me in the lives
of young men. 

As students grow, I grow with them. Their victories challenge me, their struggles
teach me, and their transformation reminds me why this work matters. It is a
privilege to witness lives being renewed and to play a small part in what God is
doing at NCBA. 

Coach Jordan Gigantana

Glory of God Stories
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Glory of God Stories
Virginia Road Trip 
Don Wilkerson,Physical Training 



LEW STERRETT/PARENT TRAINING 

Glory of God Stories
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Treetops Adventures on Lake
Hickory is an aerial adventure
park open to schools, churches
and organizations. It offers a
unique experience for all ages
who enjoy outdoor challenges. 

Adventure Camp is a weekly summer
camp jam-packed with outdoor
activities and play. Every week our
aim is to develop a child’s wonder
and imagination in the great
outdoors. 

Micro-Enterprises

Glory of God Stories



Jammin J’s Catering

Jammin J’s Authentic Jamaican Eats is
a mobile catering business serving the
local area. 

Inspired by Jamaican cuisine, this food
trailer offers catering and meals that
are authentic and delicious. Jammin J’s
will cater any event, big or small. 

This has become a popular meal choice for
all of NCBA’s special events!

828-812-9846828-812-9846828-812-9846
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Father/Son Missions Trip 
Jamaica Glory of God Stories
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Jamaica Summer Cross-Cultural Experience



Glory of God Stories
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Spiritual Emphasis Week Glory of God Stories



"When you do the common things in life in an uncommon

way, you will command the attention of the world."

George Washington Carver
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Sunrises and Sunsets on Lake Hickory From Campus



Glory of God Stories
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Recommended Reads
Emotional and Spiritual Formation

The value of growing in maturity reaches beyond our own lives. As we grow,

we become better equipped to love faithfully, respond wisely under pressure,

repair relationships, and help the next generation grow. Through God’s grace

and intentional practice, we can increasingly reflect the character of

Christ in everyday life. We highly recommend book written by Dr. James

Wilder, Chris Coursey and Marcus Warner. 



ultracrepidarian

[uhl-truh-krep-i-dair-ee-uhn]/ ˌʌl trəˌkrɛp ɪˈdɛər i ən /
adjective
1.noting or pertaining to a person who criticizes, judges, or gives advice outside

their area of expertise.

Take care of the little things

like they are big things, and God

will take care of the big things

like they are little things. 

Be still and know 
that I am God. 

What is really 
happening when 

what’s happening 
is happening? 

Privately healthy. 
Publicly fruitful. 

Success is those who know me
best, respect me the most

Familiar Sayings of NCBA
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Central Church Charlotte

Supporting Churches



 Manufacturer of traffic and personal
safety equipment designed to

enhance safety and communication.

guardway.com 
800-596-9126

 4201 Joe St, Charlotte, NC 28206

Karissa Corpeny
Your Roadmap to Organizational Health

(706) 599-5570
RedwoodsConsulting@gmail.com 

RedwoodsConsulting.org

Landon McCarter
Landon.mccarter@gmail.com

417-619-6086

North Carolina Boys Academy is a 501c3 non-profit organization. All gifts are tax-deductible.

Axis Church • Miriam Barkman • Bethlehem Assembly of God • The Bridge Church • John Byrd Sr. •

Suzanne Byrd • Celebration Family Worship • Central Church of God • Christ Alive Church • Jay &

Mariana Farkas • Fidelity Charitable • First Baptist Church • John Heaphy • Joshua Holbrooks •

Mary Ruth Hoyle • Erick Kingston • Bruce Lowe • Jessie Martin • Amanda Masters • David Mayer •

McKeel Properties • Medford Assembly of God • Moss Marlow Building Co. • New Day Assembly of God

• New Life in Christ • Nutramax Laboratories • Robert Todd Partridge • Linda Pond • Jay & Liz

Pruiett • Renaissance Church of the Triad • Renaissance Road Church • River of Life Worship

Center • David Rivera • Smithtown Gospel Tabernacle • Stafford Crossing Community Church • Jamin

Steigerwald • John & Deralyn Steigerwald • Jaime Torres Ministries • Tracker Products •

Transformation Church • Unifour Financial • United Family Church • Lori Walk • Kim Webb • Robert

& Diane Weiss • Josh & Crystal Wimbish • Sandra Woods

Thank You to Our Ministry Partners

69

mailto:RedwoodsConsulting@gmail.com


Garrett Summers | CPA
Foard and Company, PA | Certified Public Accountants

1347 Harding Place | Charlotte, NC 28204-2911
Direct 704.414.3222 | Main 704.372.1515 | Fax 704.414.3242

Email garrett@foard.cpa | Website www.foard.cpa

mossmarlow.com

O u r  M i s s i o n

To serve the Lord and glorify Him using the gifts
He has given our employees to research, develop,
manufacture, and market products that  improve

the quality of life for people and their pets. 

nutramaxlabs.com

www.ParamountAuto.com
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Glory of God Stories

Do not conform to

the pattern of this

world, but be

transformed by the

renewing of your

mind.

Then you will beable to test andapprove what God’swill is - His good,pleasing andperfect will. 

Romans 12:2



Organizational excellence means caring well for both the mission and the
people who carry it forward. This includes strengthening leadership
systems, improving operational clarity, and building a stable, career staff
with adequate compensation. Well-supported staff bring consistency,
longevity, and excellence to the daily work of mentoring and guiding
students. 

As Scripture affirms, “The laborer deserves his wages” (Luke 10:7) 

1. Financial Freedom - “The borrower is the slave of the lender” (Proverbs 22:7). 

The equity from the sale of the Valwood Road property will be used to
eliminate outstanding debt, allowing NCBA to move forward with freedom
and confidence. This step ensures that the generosity of our supporters
can be directed more fully toward students, programs, and mission
rather than toward campus interest and long-term obligations. 

Living debt-free strengthens the long-term health of the academy. 
It allows NCBA to plan wisely, respond thoughtfully to changing
circumstances, and remain steady and faithful for years to come. 

3.Expansion - “Enlarge the place of your tent… do not hold back” (Isaiah 54:2). 

After debt is retired, remaining equity will allow NCBA to complete
essential development at Barrett Mountain, our future primary campus,
and to invest carefully in future growth. These investments directly
support the environment, safety, and programming that help young men
grow in character, responsibility, and faith. This also includes NCGA and
WIBA. 

4. Organizational Excellence 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” (Colossians 3:23). 

          A Vision for the Next Decade 

This decision flows from a clear, prayerfully discerned vision that will
guide NCBA over the next ten years—a vision built on four foundational
pillars: 

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful” 
(1 Corinthians 4:2). 

2. Sustainability 

Glory of God Stories



ncboysacademy.org


	Glory of God
	stories
	Glory of God Stories
	Did I not tell you that if
	you believe, you will see
	the glory of God?
	Glory of God Stories

	John Steigerwald
	All Is For Your Glory
	Our Staff
	Glory of God Stories

	Crazy...or Audacious?                                    By John Steigerwald
	CRAZY
	OR
	AUDACIOUS?
	FUTURE HOME: North Carolina Girls Academy
	2026 EOY Capital Goal: $450,000
	Property Value:  $ 1,350,000.00
	Listing Price:          475,000.00
	Offer Accepted:        415,000.00
	Under Contract:       10/09/2026
	Due Diligence:          10/09-12/31/26
	Closing Date:            01/29/2027
	Target Opening:        04/2027

	PREPARATION PHASES
	PHASE ONE
	new HVAC

	PHASE TWO
	plumbing repairs, kitchen/dining
	repairs, interior & exterior paint

	PHASE THREE
	floor classrooms and offices, second
	floor dorm

	PHASE FOUR


	A VISION TAKING ROOT
	Glory of God Story Unfolding
	A Place to Learn.
	A Place to Grow.
	A Place to Become.

	THE STORY BEHIND THE VISION
	Glory of God Stories


	A PROPERTY WITH PURPOSE
	THE 2026 YEAR-END CAPITAL GOAL: $450,000
	A VISION BIGGER THAN WE CAN SEE
	WILL YOU HELP BUILD THE FUTURE?
	Glory of God Stories
	Barrett Mountain Progress
	BUILDING #2 - SOUTH DORM
	BUILDING #3 - MEETING ROOM
	SEPTIC SYSTEM
	ENTRANCE ROAD
	SITEWORK
	BUILDINGS

	2026 Board Members
	Journey Timeline of North Carolina Boys Academy
	OUR CORE VALUES
	OUR STUDENT COVENANT
	OUR ACADEMY
	North Carolina Boys Academy is a Christian boarding school for adolescent males struggling with behavioral challenges.
	We endeavor to help young men mature spiritually, emotionally and relationally as they discover God's plan for their lives.
	Our goal is to transform boys into mature, godly young men who are able to thrive in their God-given purposes for the rest of their lives.
	OUR VISION
	OUR MISSION

	Glory of God Stories
	From the desk of Pastor Sue Gunderson
	Glory of God Stories
	“Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke

	As a member of NCBA's Promotion Review Team (PRT):
	I am privileged to assist our students as they begin to understand and develop a heart to learn, coupled with a desire for selfless service.
	Students begin to practice servanthood; looking not only to their own interests, but to the interests of others. Students are encouraged to model spiritual leadership as they continue to develop integrity of heart and team leadership, thereby contributing to the development of others.
	The promotion journey begins for our students as they work through their qualifications and present themselves to the Promotion Review Team. Students present for promotions to Student Learner Basic (Orange), Student Servant Intermediate (Gray), Student Servant Leader Advanced (Navy Blue).
	Each "color" reflects character targets, responsibilities and tasks with expectations to be modeled by the candidate through actions and attitude.
	It is an honor to be a staff member of NCBA where life transformation happens for adolescent young men.
	Larry Minton
	Descent Into Greatness
	LEVEL ONE: INTAKE
	LEVEL TWO: ROOKIE
	LEVEL THREE: STUDENT LEARNER
	LEVEL FOUR: STUDENT SERVANT
	LEVEL FIVE: STUDENT SERVANT LEADER

	Glory of God Stories
	*SUCCESS FACTORS*
	Life Before NCBA
	NCBA 15+ Journey
	Life After NCBA

	Glory of God Stories
	Promotions
	Glory of God Stories
	“God not only does a work through us, but He does a work in us.”
	Coach Todd Loecher
	Special Projects Manager

	A Parent’s Journey of Restoration
	By Joel Hughes
	Glory of God Stories

	Opportunities Flow From Obedience
	The Teen Challenge Story
	Glory of God Stories
	Glory of God Stories
	NCBA has partnered with God to save my life. I was lonely, depressed, disobedient, addicted to porn and at the end of my rope. That’s when the Holy Spirit pulled up and guided my parents into finding NCBA. I was enrolled in Nov. ‘24. My heart was totally unaware of the love of God, but through the ministry of the staff & students led by the Spirit, I gave God my pain and sorrow. He gave me His joy and unconditional love. I was taught so many things that helped me to grow and mature. Thanks to the staff and my parents - my life is God’s victory. I graduated Aug. ‘26 and God is continuing to work in and through me. As a sophomore in HS, I’m pursuing good grades, on the soccer team and am seeking to use my life as a platform to shine the light into other people’s lives. The glory goes to God.  - John R.
	Kip & Christina Rainey
	Transformation
	A Changed Life


	Ed Gomes
	God Directs and Provides
	Pastor Caleb Griffith
	Building Lasting Change
	MA, LCMHC, CCMC, C-DBT, CCPS

	For NCBA’s approach to be effective, the entire team must row in the same direction. Leadership, coaches, counselors, and other team members must share a clear understanding of the program’s purpose and consistently uphold its expectations. When boundaries are unclear, team members undermine one another, or students receive conflicting messages, the stability necessary for growth is weakened. A unified team provides the consistency students need to learn accountability, trust, and healthy relational skills.
	This commitment requires integrity and intentionality from the adults as well. We cannot effectively teach healthy communication, boundaries, emotional regulation, and personal responsibility if we are unwilling to practice these principles ourselves. There will be difficult moments when a student resists expectations or when enforcing a boundary makes us the person he does not want to hear from. Yet those moments are often when consistency and continued care matter most. Students need adults who believe in their capacity to change and who remain committed to helping them grow, even when progress is slow.
	Over the past nine years, I have watched students move through stages of resistance, uncertainty, reflection, and growth. Change is not linear, but I have seen reason for hope even in young men who initially struggled to believe change was possible. The combination of a Christ-centered environment, consistent structure, meaningful responsibility, healthy relationships, and practical counseling skills creates opportunities for students to learn new ways of thinking, coping, and relating to others.
	For parents considering NCBA, I believe the program’s value lies in its commitment to more than correcting behavior. It seeks to help young men develop the character, skills, and habits needed to live differently. That work requires a student’s participation and a dedicated team that consistently reinforces the program’s principles. When everyone remains committed to that shared purpose, young men have an opportunity to grow beyond the behaviors that brought them there and begin building a healthier future. As a counselor, it has been meaningful to be part of that process and to witness the hope that can emerge when accountability, connection, and lasting change work together.
	Center for Family Transformation
	705 Peninsula Drive
	Davidson, NC 28036
	christy@familytransformation.com
	www.familytransformation.com
	Glory of God Stories
	Carol
	Daughters Conference 2026  Statesville, North Carolina
	Ministry Trip to Arizona
	Bethany Marshall
	Christmas Eve at The Cove, Mooresville, NC
	Briar Field Farm, Mooresville, NC
	Christmas at NCBA 2025
	Winter 2026
	Their Stories Are Still
	Being Written
	Will he quit? Will he blame someone else? Will he think only about himself? Or will he keep moving, help the person beside him, accept correction, and choose to do what is right even when it is difficult? Those are the moments that matter.
	One of the great privileges of the event was getting to work alongside the men who make up the staff of NCBA. Their commitment to the missions of the Academy was unmistakable. They were not simply supervising students or completing a work assignment. They were investing themselves in the lives of these young men. They encouraged them, corrected them, walked beside them, and held them to a higher standard because they genuinely cared about who these boys were becoming.
	What struck me most was the sincerity of that commitment. Their desire to accomplish the mission of NCBA is real, so is their desire to do that work for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God. That matters.
	Young men notice when adults are merely going through the motions, and they also notice when someone genuinely care. Throughout the event, I saw men who were willing to give their time, energy, patience, and leadership to students who needed all of those things.
	It was a privilege to stand shoulder to shoulder with them. Some of the most important parts of the event were not scheduled at all. They happened while walking down a trail, sitting around a fire preparing equipment, or during quiet conversations between an adult and a young man.
	Near the end of the event, members of our cadre sat down individually with each student. We talked with them about what we had seen - their strengths, where they had grown, the way they had contributed to the team, and areas where they still needed to develop.
	Those conversations were some of the most meaningful moments of the entire experience. Young men need standards. They need discipline and accountability. But they also need adults who are willing to look them in the eye and tell them sincerely, “I see something in you. You are capable of more.”
	That is where character begins to produce hope. We did not expect to change a young man’s life in a few days, and I would never claim that we did. The struggles and circumstances that brought these students to NCBA did not disappear because they completed a difficult hike or spent a few nights in the woods.
	But I do believe they learned something important. They learned that difficult does not mean impossible. They learned that being uncomfortable does not mean they have to quit. They learned that mistakes do not have to define them. They learned that they can endure, grow, serve others, and become something more than who they have been in the past.
	That is hope. And that may be the most important lesson of all. These young men are not defined by the circumstances that brought them to NCBA. They are not defined by their worst choices or their hardest moments. Their stories are still being written.
	My prayer is that, years from now, they may forget how many miles they walked or exactly how they purified water or build a fire. But I hope they remember what if felt like to do something difficult and keep going.
	I hope they remember that perseverance matters. I hope they remember that character is built through choices made when things are hard. And most of all, I hope they remember that there is always a reason for hope because God is still working in their lives.
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	Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
	Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - His good, pleasing and perfect will.
	Romans 12:2
	Glory of God Stories

	A Vision for the Next Decade
	This decision ﬂows from a clear, prayerfully discerned vision that will guide NCBA over the next ten years—a vision built on four foundational pillars:
	1. Financial Freedom - “The borrower is the slave of the lender” (Proverbs 22:7).
	The equity from the sale of the Valwood Road property will be used to eliminate outstanding debt, allowing NCBA to move forward with freedom and conﬁdence. This step ensures that the generosity of our supporters can be directed more fully toward students, programs, and mission rather than toward campus interest and long-term obligations.
	“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful”
	(1 Corinthians 4:2).
	Living debt-free strengthens the long-term health of the academy.
	It allows NCBA to plan wisely, respond thoughtfully to changing circumstances, and remain steady and faithful for years to come.

	3.Expansion -
	“Enlarge the place of your tent… do not hold back” (Isaiah 54:2).
	After debt is retired, remaining equity will allow NCBA to complete essential development at Barrett Mountain, our future primary campus, and to invest carefully in future growth. These investments directly support the environment, safety, and programming that help young men grow in character, responsibility, and faith. This also includes NCGA and WIBA.

	4. Organizational Excellence
	“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” (Colossians 3:23).
	Organizational excellence means caring well for both the mission and the people who carry it forward. This includes strengthening leadership systems, improving operational clarity, and building a stable, career staff with adequate compensation. Well-supported staff bring consistency, longevity, and excellence to the daily work of mentoring and guiding students.
	As Scripture aﬃrms, “The laborer deserves his wages” (Luke 10:7)
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